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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of St. Hilda’s Church is to be Christ-centered in our life and worship,

 to serve lovingly those within our family and others within our reach 

that the spirit of God might empower us for worship and pastoral care.
The Gathering of the Community
Theme: 

God Breaks In
Subtheme: 

Light at the End of the Tunnel (Hope)

PRELUDE:


Jesu, Joy of our Desiring 









Tune: WERDE MUNTER

OPENNG PRAYER:


God of rising light, as we begin this Advent journey, fill our waiting with hope. 

Shine into our shadows, steady our hearts, and prepare us for the coming of Christ,
our Hope and our Salvation.
Amen.
PROCESSIONAL:

The Advent of our King  





Words: Charles Coffin; Tune: ST THOMAS

The advent of our King

Our prayers must now employ,

And we must hymns of welcome sing

In strains of holy joy.

The everlasting Son

Incarnate deigns to be;

Himself a servant’s form puts on

To set His servants free.

O Zion’s Daughter, rise

To meet thy lowly King,

Nor let thy faithless heart despise

The peace He comes to bring.

As Judge, on clouds of light,

He soon will come again

And His true members all unite

With Him in heaven to reign.

All glory to the Son,

Who comes to set us free,

With Father, Spirit, ever One,

Through all eternity.
WELCOME:      




THE GREETING: 
(Fr. Paul Walker)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
(Fr. Paul Walker)
Almighty God,  

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
-      (Leslieann Fleming & Christine Fleming)
Light at the End of the Tunnel (Hope)

Advent begins in the shadows, yet it begins with hope. 
hope that God is not finished with the world, 
hope that darkness does not have the final word, 
hope that the One who promised is faithful. 
When life feels like a long tunnel, God breaks in with a promise of light.

As Israel waited for the Messiah, 
we wait for Christ to renew us.
(the first Candle is lit)

Today we light the first candle—the Candle of Hope.

In a weary world, God speaks a new promise.

Isaiah saw a day when nations would stream to the mountain of the Lord; 

swords turned to ploughshares, fear turned to peace.

Advent reminds us that there is hope – 
like the light at the end of the tunnel.
Let us pray

God of Hope, shine Your light into our darkest corners.
Remind us that no tunnel is too long, no night too deep, 
for Your promise of renewal. Break in again with hope. 
Amen.
(During the Introit Hymn the Children will go for Sunday School)

THE INTROIT:


When our Lord Breaks In

Tune: WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN


In our darkness Hope is gleaming,

Like a lamp that will not fade;

Through the tunnel Christ is shining—

Bringing dawn where night has stayed.
(refrain)

When our Lord breaks in with glory,

Every heart will rise and sing;

Praise the gift of our salvation

In the coming of our King.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility, that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

THE FIRST READING:
     ISAIAH 2:1-5    (Beverly Samuel-Lowe)
A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say,
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The word of the Lord. 







Thanks be to God 
Psalm 122      (chanted)
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."

Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
the assembly of Israel, praise the Name of the Lord. 

For there are the thrones of judgement, the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you.

Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

For my brethren and companions' sake, I pray for your prosperity. 

Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good."
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.
THE SECOND READING:  
Romans 13: 11-14    (Ronald Robinson)

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
THE GRADUAL:

Ye Servant of the Lord
Words: Philip Doddridge; Tune: NARENZA


Ye servants of the Lord,

each in his office wait,

observant of his heavenly word,

and watchful at his gate.

Let all your lamps be bright,

and trim the golden flame;

gird up your loins as in his sight,

for aweful is his name.

Watch! 'tis your Lord's command,

and while we speak, he's near;

mark the first signal of his hand,

and ready all appear.

O happy servant he

in such a posture found!

he shall his Lord with rapture see,

and be with honour crowned.

Christ shall the banquet spread

with his own royal hand,

and raise that faithful servant's head

amid the angelic band.

THE HOLY GOSPEL:      
MATTHEW 24: 36-44    (Ianthe Alleyne)
The Lord be with you

And also with you

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,       
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.  

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Gospel Acclamation:
Give me Oil in my Lamp (X2)

Text: Traditional; Tune: SING HOSANNA

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning.

Give me oil in my lamp, I pray.

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning.

Keep me burning till the break of day.

(refrain)

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,

sing hosanna to the King of kings!

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,

sing hosanna to the King!

THE SERMON:


Fr. Paul Walker
THE NICENE CREED:
Let us confess our faith, as we say,

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate

from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father.

With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      (Elfreda Garriques)
God of hope, you promise light in the darkness and life in the midst of despair.         We bring before you our prayers, trusting that even in the longest tunnels,         your light shines ahead.

For all who walk through seasons of fear, grief, or uncertainty,                                                    may they see your light at the end of the tunnel, guiding each step                                       and reminding them that darkness does not have the final word.
Lord our Hope,                                                                                                                                   hear our prayer.
For leaders in our world, that they may act with integrity, vision,                                             and compassion, bringing hope and justice where there is oppression,                               and light where there is confusion.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the Church, that we may reflect your light in our words and actions,                   offering hope to those who feel lost, broken, or unseen.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For children, young people, and all who struggle with the pressures of life,                that they may discover your presence shining ahead,                                                                    a light to guide their choices and dreams.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those weighed down by doubt, loneliness, or despair,                                                          may your Spirit illuminate their path, reminding them                                                                       that even the longest tunnel ends in hope and renewal.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We remember those who have passed from this life and now rest                                              in your eternal light. May their lives inspire us to trust your promises                                           and keep moving toward the hope you set before us.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, fill us with the hope that carries us through darkness,                              the faith that strengthens us in waiting, and the courage to walk                                            toward your light every day.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.  

Let us confess our sins, confident in God's forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

OFFERTORY:

Hail to the Lords Anointed      
Words: James Montgomery; Tune: Ellacombe

Hail to the Lord’s anointed;

Great David’s greater Son!

Hail, in the time appointed,

His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,

To set the captive free,

To take away transgressions,

And rule in equity.

He comes, with succour speedy,

To those who suffer wrong:

To help the poor and needy,

And bid the weak be strong:

To give them songs for sighing,

Their darkness turned to light,

Whose souls, condemned and dying,

Were precious in His sight.

For Him shall prayer unceasing

and daily vows ascend;

His kingdom still increasing,

a kingdom without end:

The mountain dews shall nourish

a seed in weakness sown,

Whose fruit shall spread and flourish

and shake like Lebanon.

O’er every foe victorious,

He on His throne shall rest;

From age to age more glorious,

All blessing and all-blest.

The tide of time shall never

His covenant remove;

His name shall stand for ever

His changeless name of love.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
God of love and power, your word stirs within us 
the expectation of the coming of your Son. 
Accept all we offer you this day, 
and sustain us with your promise of eternal life.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right that we should praise you, 

gracious God, for you created all things. 

You formed us in your own image: 
male and female you created us. 

When we turned away from you in sin, 
you did not cease to care for us,  

but opened a path of salvation for all people. 

You made a covenant with Israel, 

and through your servants Abraham and Sarah 

gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.

Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom; 

through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation.

Therefore, with them, and with all your saints 
who have served you in every age, 

we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
Holy God, source of life and goodness, 

all creation rightly gives you praise. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners;  

he opened the eyes of the blind 
and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom 

to the poor and to those in need.  

In all things he fulfilled your gracious will.  

On the night he freely gave himself to death, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and death; 

by raising him to life you give us life for evermore.

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died.

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, 

and looking for his coming again in glory, 

we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, 

that all who eat and drink at this table 
may be one body and one holy people, 

a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever

Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Malotte)
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us debt, 

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.
Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.
THE AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  Grant us peace.

THE INVITATION
The gifts of God for the People of God

Thanks be to God.

DURING COMMUNION:
Thy Kingdom Come! On Bended Knee







Words: Frederick Hosmer; Tune: IRISH

Thy kingdom come! On bended knee

the passing ages pray;

and faithful souls have yearned to see

on earth that kingdom's day.
But the slow watches of the night

not less to God belong;

and for the everlasting right

the silent stars are strong.
 And lo, already on the hills

the flags of dawn appear;

gird up your loins, ye prophet souls,

proclaim the day is near:
 The day in whose clear-shining light

all wrong shall stand revealed,

when justice shall be throned in might,

and every hurt be healed;
When knowledge, hand in hand with peace,

Yu8-uhall walk the earth abroad:

the day of perfect righteousness,

the promised day of God.
Ablutions:



Shine, Jesus Shine 

Graham Kendrick


Lord, the light of Your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us

Set us free by the truth You now bring us

Shine on me, shine on me.
(refrain)

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness

So our faces display Your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory

Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story

Shine on me, shine on me. (refrain)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God for whom we wait, 
you have fed us with the bread of eternal life.  
Keep us ever watchful. 
We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord.  
Amen.

THE BLESSING
You are God’s people, 

those who know the future is pregnant with promise and hope. 

Go and live out your hope graciously and courageously.

And the blessing of the God almighty, 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RECESSIONAL:

Mine Eyes Have Seen

Words: Julia Howe; Tune: BATTLE HYMN
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword;

His truth is marching on.

(refrain)

Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah!

Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;

He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet;

Our God is marching on. (refrain)

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me:

As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free;

While God is marching on. (refrain)

He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave,

He is wisdom to the mighty, He is honour to the brave;

So the world shall be His footstool, and the soul of Time His slave,

Our God is marching on. (refrain)

THE DISMISSAL (Diocese Vision Statement)
Followers of Christ, Inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Serve the world God loves. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE:

Soon and Very Soon

Page 13 of 13

[image: image1]